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On the cover: Beef stockers grazing a mixed species
pasture in a scenic area of Vermont. Photo is courtesy
of NRCS.
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The expressed goal of this synthesis is to inform deliberations of managers and
policymakers regarding the current effectiveness and potential improvements to
pastureland and hayland conservation programs. As such, this synthesis represents a
scientific assessment that was reached independently of the current position or policy
of the US Department of Agriculture or the United States government.
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